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ography, with explanatory text, fills 16 pages, and geological and meteorological 
tables are given in the appendixes. The illustrative material includes a large- 
scale geological map in colours and many black sketch maps and diagrams. 

Pekin to Paris. An Account of Prince Borghese's Journey 
Across Two Continents in a Motor Car. By Luigi Barzini. 

Introduction by Prince Borghese. 645 pp., Map, and 100 Illustrations. Mit- 
chell Kennerley, New York, 1908. Price, $5.00. 

Prince Borghese, known to fame as a motorist and traveller, and Mr. Barzini, 
an Italian journalist, were chosen in 1907 to attempt the feat proposed by the 
Paris Matin of travelling from Peking to Paris by motor car. Accompanied by 
the Prince'9 chauffeur, Ettore Guizzardi, they had a most eventful experience in 
crossing the mountains, deserts, and steppes, the rivers, woodlands, and quagmires 
of Asia and eastern Europe. Somehow or other the maphine and its occupants 
survived, and two months after leaving Peking the three weary travellers, in 
their battered car, pulled up at the Matin office in Paris. 

In his introduction, Prince Borghese remarks that "there are people who say. 
that our journey has proved one thing above all others, namely, that it is impos- 
sible to go by motor car from Pekin to Paris!" He goes on to say: 

After all, the paradox is a literally accurate statement of fact, and this is exactly what our journey 
has proved: that in the present year of grace it is impossible to go by motor car alone — comfortably 
seated on the cushions of the same — from Pekin to Paris. 

In writing this, the Prince had in mind the numerous breakdowns; helpless 
flounderings in bogs ; the car reposing on the bottom of rivers with natives enlisted 
from far and wide to fish it out; the impressive array of animals pulling the 
vehicle up steep mountain slopes; the hundreds of involuntary halts that punctu- 
ated the journey from beginning to end. It was not a pleasure excursion, and the 
machine was induced to hang together only by the most skillful and persistent 
tinkering. 

Mr. Barzini tells the story of the exploit with much vivacity. There is no 
end of incident and variety and text and pictures do them justice., The book is an 
entertaining account of a novel undertaking that is not likely soon to be repeated. 

Die deutschen Sudseo-Itiseln. Von Pastor C. Paul. 260 pp., and 
Map. C. Ludwig Ungelenk, Dresden, 1908. Price, 2.50 M. 

This book is Part 4 of the series "Die Mission is unsern Kolonien." It 
gives a clear description of the development and condition of the Christian mis- 
sions in Kaiser Wilhelm Land, the Bismarck Archipelago, the Carolines, Mar- 
shall Islands, and Samoa. The work is a good example of the kind of missionary 
literature that has some anthropo-geographical quality. It treats of the experi- 
ence of missionaries among primitive peoples, some of whom had scarcely been 
affected by white influences. The inhabitants are characterized as they were 
found, and the progress, great or small, that marked the labours of the foreign 
teachers is indicated. 

Corsica. An Island of Rest. By John Mitchel Chapman, viii and 
380 pp., Map, Illustrations, and Index. Edward Stanford, London, 1908. 
Price, 7s. 6d. 

In the course of many visits, the author has seen every corner of Corsica, and, 
like most visitors, he is in love with the island and its inhabitants. This charming 
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volume is not at all like a guide book, for, as we read it, Mr, Chapman seems 
simply to be taking a party of friends along the roads and paths, leading them to 
points of vantage where the finest scenic panoramas are unfolded, relating anec- 
dotes or bits of history that stimulate interest in what is seen and acquainting his 
auditors with the people, in much more than their superficial aspects, for, in fact, 
he has made a psychological study of them. Corsica lies apart from the beaten 
tourist routes, but this sincere and unpretentious volume is well calculated to 
stimulate interest in one of the most beautiful islands in the world. 

Dakar. Ses Origines-Son Avenir. Par Georges Kibot et Robert 
Lafon. 198 pp., many Illustrations from Photographs and Maps, and Plans 
in Colours. G. Delmas, Bordeaux, 1908. Price, 6 frs. 

Dakar, one of the best harbours on the coast of West Africa, has, since 1902, 
been the capital of Senegal, supplanting, politically, the much larger town of St. 
Louis, to the north. It long had the reputation of being one of the most unhealth- 
ful spots in Africa. A wonderful transformation, however, has been made in 
recent years, and this handsome volume was written to show that the evil reputa- 
tion so long borne by Dakar, is no longer deserved. 

The town, in fact, has been reclaimed and its health conditions are now 
favourable. The work has been costly, but the expense has been cheerfully borne. 
Among the many improvements that have brought the change about are the intro- 
duction of a sewerage system, the widening of the streets, the filling up of in- 
salubrious ravines, the removal of slaughter yards from the town, the collection 
and burning of offal, regulations requiring sanitation in buildings, etc. The good 
work that has been done and the great progress of the city in the construction of 
parks, commodious buildings and wide streets are well described in text and pic- 
ture. It is not unlikely that this book will give ideas and inspiration for sani- 
tary improvement in many other tropical towns. 

The Discovery and Settlement of Port Mackay, Queensland. By 
H. Ling Roth, viii and 114 pp., many Illustrations, Charts and Maps, 
Index, and Notes on the Natural History of the District. F. King& Sons, Ltd., 
Halifax, England, 1908. Price, 10s. 6d. 
The author is well known for his contributions to economic geography and 
ethnographical literature. The district of Port Mackay is now the chief seat of 
the sugar industry in Queensland, and it is a curious fact that the site of the pres- 
ent port and the surrounding country were never seen by a white man till they 
were discovered by Captain John Mackay in i860, though the regions to the south, 
west and north of them had already become more or less settled. The planters 
there are noted for their enterprise, and on one occasion, when the government 
refused to grant them certain reforms which they demanded, they elected the 
British statesman, John Bright, to represent them in the Legislative Assembly. He 
declined the honour extended to him from half around the world. 

Mr. Roth has recorded an important bit of geographical history, the material 
for which has never before been collated. He publishes Captain Mackay's too 
concise diary of his eventful pioneer journey ; and the notes he has been collecting, 
for years, have helped him to write a history of the discovery of Port Mackay, 
of the early settlement, the present city and the country tributary to it, that is 
practically complete. The book will be welcomed as a worthy contribution to our 
knowledge of the beginnings and progress of an important part of Queensland. 



